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We know that where God’s word is read, God’s voice is heard.  It’s to that word and 
voice that we turn to now.  Turn to 2 Timothy chapter 2.  Even though I mentioned last 
week that 2 Timothy is my favorite book of the Bible, I have one complaint about it.  It’s 
too short.  I want to hear as much as I can from Paul about this topic, about longing to 
be faithful to one’s calling and salvation no matter what the cost.  At times when I 
find myself wanting to give up, I turn to God’s word for a reminder of my calling and 
the charge which lay before me to be faithful to it no matter what may come.

Read 2 Timothy 2:1-7/Pray

If I could have just one wish granted, one prayer request answered in the next 30 
minutes or so that we’re here, it would be this: that those who are professing 
followers of Jesus Christ and have committed their lives to following him all the days 
of their life would seek to be faithful in bringing their Lord glory by their obedience 
no matter what.  My heartbeat, as we’re studying 2 Timothy, is for all Christians in this 
room to value their relationship with Christ, and value obedience to Him, above 
anything else.  I hope that inside all of us would be a drive and desire to serve Him in 
Spirit and Truth all the days of our life, not giving up because of suffering, 
persecution, or complacency.

Something I have been trying to stress since all of my ministry here at Voca Baptist 
Church, but especially in the last several weeks, is that whenever you come into a 
saving relationship with Jesus Christ, your life is no longer your own.  Christ has 
bought you with his blood, he has brought you into life, and now he is your Savior and 
Lord.  That word Lord is important.  Lord means that he’s the boss, what he says goes, 
and if he speaks, you do no questions asked.  

The reason that I bring this up is because inside of every saved Christian is still a heart 
that desires to be disobedient.  Inside of all of us is that sinful nature that deep down 
longs to do that which we really don’t want to do.  And what that sinful nature inside 
of us wants to do is to say, for however long, that Christ is no longer going to be the 
Lord of my life.  I want to do what I want to do.  So if that’s sin, then it’s saying that I’m 
going to do what I want to do whether Christ my Lord wants me to or not.  Here’s the 
other thing.  Inside of all of us we have a desire to make ourselves the lord of our 
own lives again and do things our own way.  This is especially true for anybody who 
goes through any kind of suffering or persecution of the faith.  That’s why any time 
there is persecution of the church, many Christians will scatter like cockroaches and 
apostatize, that is abandon the faith.

What I hope for all of us in this room is that we would all seek to be faithful to our 
calling, being faithful in carrying out the Gospel message, be active in trying to change 
our culture and fight the good fight no matter what may come.  I read a statistic last 
week that scared me.  It said, “In the two thousand years of the Christian faith, about 
70 million believers have been killed for their faith, of whom 45.5 million or 65% were 
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in the twentieth century”, (Wikipedia).  Another statistic I read said that an average of 
330,000 Christians are martyred for their faith every year,” (Intro to New Testament – 
Carson, Moo, Morris, pg 380).  If anyone thinks persecution and suffering for the 
Gospel doesn’t happen anymore, especially in the so-called free countries like America, 
then we are sadly mistaken.

For Paul, it was suffering in a cold, dark Roman prison where winter was quickly 
approaching.  Roman prisons were not places where people waited until they got 
parole.  They waited their until the Romans killed all the other Christians that were in 
line before them.  I mentioned last week that you could ask me privately what kind of 
tortures Emperor Nero did.  I had no takers.  But I will tell you that Nero liked to 
murder Christians in the most public way possible.  To be a follower of Christ meant 
being an enemy of Rome.  That was Paul’s suffering for the Gospel.

Timothy as well had to suffer for the Gospel.  His suffering was at a church where the 
people refused to conform their lives to godliness.  His suffering was laboring daily 
over this church trying to get them to take the Lordship of Christ seriously.  You have 
to imagine how difficult this was for this young man of God.  So Paul writes, Read 1-3.

Verse 1 starts out with a “therefore.”   Those are important.  That means we’ve got to 
look at the verses before to know what the “therefore” means.  Paul said in verses 
15-18 of Chapter 1 that all of these other disciples abandoned him.  All who were in 
Asia abandoned him.  The only one left was Onesiphorus who sought him out in Rome and 
provided for him.  What Paul does is contrast the actions of these people who were 
unfaithful whenever persecution hit with the actions that should be evident in 
Timothy.  “You, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”

Actually, the best way to translate that word, “Be strong” in the Greek is this, “Be 
continually strengthened.”  There’s a difference because just by saying “Be Strong, 
Timothy, Buck up and take this suffering like a man,” Paul is saying, Be continually 
strengthened with a strength that can only come from God.  He’s talking about the 
daily strength that Timothy is going to have to have from the grace which is in Christ 
Jesus to carry out this work.

That’s important.  The sooner we realize that we first of all did not deserve the 
privilege of Christian service, we have reached step one.  Then, when we realize that 
we are completely inadequate to carry out this task, we’ve reached step two.  Then, 
when we learn to be faithful to God no matter what trials may come, depending daily 
upon the grace and strength that are found in Christ Jesus, then we are well on our 
way to being a godly man or woman.  We are well on our way to being faithful.

Anyone who is actively involved in Christian service, whether that be a minister or a 
layman will tell you it is very easy to run out of energy.  It’s easy to become tired. 
Persecution and criticism can get anybody down.  Looking at the task laid before you in 
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ministry, you may say, “There’s no way I can do that.”  That is why it is vital for your 
endurance and the success of Christian ministry to daily refresh your soul in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus daily coming to the Scriptures for sustenance as well as 
medicine for a hungry and wounded soul.  

Remember that Paul is writing to Timothy who is in Ephesus from Rome.  That’s 
something like 200 miles west if you’re traveling by boat across the sea, or like 800 
miles if you’re going the long way around on land.  He’s writing to Timothy to come visit 
him soon because he wants to see him before he dies.  So Paul is telling Timothy that 
while he is away, he needs to find faithful men who will be able to teach others the 
truth of God’s word.  

This is the way any effective church will be.  Notice the line of instruction here.  Paul 
taught Timothy.  Timothy taught the church, particularly the pastors who were told to 
be men able to teach.  The pastors would teach the congregation, and on and on the 
disciple making process goes.  

So many times the ministry of the church is dependent upon the pastor or maybe a 
handful of people who do everything.  What happens if the pastor gets called to 
another church?  What happens if the laymen who do everything get a job transfer? 
What happens to the ministry?  It would all go away with him.  That is why if a pastor 
does his job well, the ministry does not revolve around him.  Instead, he puts it into the 
hands of the people so that it will continue.  The church in Ephesus could stand to 
have Timothy away for a time because the ministry of the Ephesian church wasn’t all 
about Timothy.  

Passing on the faith is something we all need to take seriously.  It has often been said 
that Christianity is one generation from extinction.  What if Christianity, the truth and 
only hope for mankind, got reduced to a footnote in the history books of mankind? 
What if it faded away as some legend like all the other Roman gods like Zeus, Hera, and 
Hercules?  We are all closer than we think in watching Christianity disappear because 
for many of us, passing on the faith, being active in discipleship, and sharing the Gospel 
is hard.  It’s costly.  A call to follow Christ is a call to leave behind this world and 
hold on to the promises of the next.  A call to follow Christ is a call to suffer, live, 
and die for your faith if need be.

So Paul says, “Timothy, Suffer with me.”   I love that.  Let’s show this whole world who 
the Lord really is.  Let’s show Christ that we are faithful to him no matter what, that 
we love him and desire him above anything else, including our own safety.  

If you want to be a follower of Christ, and I mean a true follower of Christ that 
engages a whole heart of unwavering allegiance, then this world will not be easy for 
you.  Your Best Life Now is not going to be on this earth.  Difficult times will come. 
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Our job is to be a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  In fact, that’s the first image that Paul 
uses to describe the faithful Christian, a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  

What verse 4 is saying is that a soldier is fully devoted to his task as a warrior.  He 
has entered into a bond that calls for service above sacrifice.  This room is full of men 
and women who have served our country in the United States Military.  No doubt this 
room could be full of more people who served; however, some of them made the 
greatest sacrifice there is by laying down his or her life for his country.  Why would 
anybody ever do that?  Because they’re a soldier.  They know what  and for who they’re 
fighting for.  What Paul is doing is saying you Christian are a soldier for Christ.  When 
you entered into that relationship with Christ, you gave your life away to be faithful 
to Christ no matter what.  And now your loyalty lies with him and your desire, even 
above avoiding suffering, is to please the one who enlisted you as a soldier, namely 
Christ.  Christ saved you, brought you to life, and gave you the amazing privilege of 
being a warrior for him.  Will we fail in our task because of opposition?  Will we stop 
because there’s a government that doesn’t want us to tell others about Christ?  No. 
Will we stop because there’s a church that has a lot of problems and won’t seem to 
change?  No.  We’ll fight on so that we can show our faithfulness to Christ and bring 
honor to him who enlisted us as soldiers.

Paul goes on to make another illustration.  This time the imagery is that of an athlete. 
This time what Paul wants to emphasize is the reward.  It’s hard work becoming an 
athlete, and a lot harder work being an athlete who can win.  He longs for the prize 
that awaits him at the end, knowing that as soon as he crosses that finish line, as soon 
as the final seconds are off the clock, as soon as the last batter has swung, it has all 
been worth it because now, in your hands is the prize that you were longing for.

For Christians who endure, those who are faithful in their service to Christ until the 
end, who persevere despite temptations to quit or avoid suffering, there is a prize that 
awaits us.  Paul is going to say at the end of this letter that he’s about to receive the 
crown of righteousness.  The Book of James speaks of the Crown of Life.  Peter talks 
about receiving the unfading crown of glory.  These are the trophies that last.  These 
are the prizes that matter.  I don’t know exactly what all of this is going to look like. 
A crown might be nice looking on my head.  I don’t know.  I never really wanted a crown. 
But that’s not the point.  Imagine being there in a Roman prison suffering and dying for 
your faith.  Imagine suffering as a leader in a church of wickedness.  You’re hated and 
despised by all those around you.  However, there will be a day when it’s not like that 
anymore.  There will be a day when Christ raises you up and gives you glory for your 
shame, life for your death, peace for your wounds, and you’ll have a God who is well 
pleased.  But, we must compete according to the rules.  We must obey Christ, no matter 
what.

Finally, Paul uses the imagery of a farmer.  Not just any farmer, but the hard-working 
farmer, will receive his first share of the crops.  God’s call on your life demands 
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difficult labor.  It requires hard work.  The verse says, “It is necessary” that it be this 
way.  It is necessary for a true Christian to work hard and not be mediocre.  However, 
just like the prize awaiting the athlete, the hard working farmer will one day reap a 
harvest of blessing while those who sit by idly get nothing.  

Application: Are you a follower of Christ?  Are you really?  Is he the Lord of your life 
for whom you have dedicated faithful service as long as you live?  Are you willing to 
follow him no matter what?  What will stop you from following him completely all the 
days of your life?  What will stop you from serving him?  Will persecution?  Will hard-
work?  Will other people?  Philippians 1:29  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, 
not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

Maybe you’re not a follower of Christ.  Maybe you’re not a Christian.  I will do nothing 
to deceive you by telling you that if you come to Christ you have nothing to lose.  No, 
you may just lose our life.  But one thing I can tell you.  When you enter into that 
relationship with Christ and have the blessing of Almighty God upon you, then anything 
you suffer for on this earth will completely fail in comparison to the richness which is 
found in being obedient to your Lord.  


